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1. File your flight plan.
· This example is for a VFR flight from Jacksonville to Tampa.

· VFR flight plans should be filed in same format as an IFR flight plan: +fp C172  |  VFR  |  P2305  |  7,500  |  KTPA V441 KJAX

· Flight plan explanation:

VFR From Tampa (TPA) to Jacksonville (JAX)

C172:

Aircraft type Cessna 172

VFR:

Type of flight, Instrument or Visual Flight Rules (IFR/VFR)

P2305:
Proposed departure time. 2305. Time always in UTC.

7,500: 
Altitude, remember NO VFR in Class A (From FL180-FL600) Airspace.

Last Part:
 "KTPA V441 KJAX" is your route.

2. Contact Tampa CLEARANCE.
· Contact Tampa Clearance to get clearance into Class Bravo airspace. If departing from an airport inside Class B or C airspace, you must contact Clearance Delivery. If departing from a Class D airport (small airport), you simply contact Ground with your intentions, state the ATIS code if available.

YOU: "Tampa Clearance, RP-C243 VFR to the North-East."

· Clearance will normally respond with something like this:

ATC: "RP-C243 is cleared out of the Tampa Bravo airspace at or below 3,500 VFR, departure frequency 118.8, squawk 3217."

· Read back the clearance verbatim.

YOU: "RP-C243 cleared out of the Bravo at or below 3,500 VFR, departure 118.8, squawk 3217."

· After the read back, Clearance will confirm that you have it correct.

ATC: "RP-C243 read back correct, contact ground on Point 7."

3. Contact Tampa GROUND.
· When you’re ready to taxi, contact Ground.

YOU: "Tampa Ground, RP-C243 at General Aviation, ready to taxi."

· Ground will then respond with further instructions.

ATC: "RP-C243, Tampa Ground. Taxi runway niner via Echo, and November."

YOU: "Echo, November to runway niner RP-C243."

· This means you taxi to Runway 9, via taxiways Echo and November. You MUST hold short of runway 9 during your taxi, on taxiway Echo. 

· Once you get to the runway, HOLD SHORT and contact TOWER.
4. Contact Tampa TOWER.
· When you're ready for takeoff, contact Tower.

YOU: "Tampa Tower, RP-C243 runway niner ready for takeoff."

ATC: "RP-C243 winds 070 at 9, left turn to the North-East Approved, runway niner cleared for takeoff."

YOU: "North-East Departure approved, runway niner cleared for takeoff, RP-C243."
· About 1/2 miles after the takeoff from the end of the runway expect to be handed off to Departure. Please DON’T switch to Departure without being told to do so.

ATC: "RP-C243, contact Departure."

YOU: "Going to Departure, RP-C243."

5. Contact Tampa DEPARTURE.
· Contact Departure, give your current altitude for your assigned altitude.

YOU: "Tampa Departure, RP-C243 1, 5 for 3 thousand 5 hundred."

· The departure controller will respond with.

ATC: "RP-C243, Tampa Departure radar contact.  Resume appropriate VFR altitudes."

YOU: "Maintain VFR, RP-C243."

· When you are leaving the Class Bravo airspace into Class Echo airspace, he will then say:

ATC: "RP-C243, leaving the Bravo Airspace, squawk 1200, radar services terminated. Frequency change approved."

YOU: "Squawk 1200, frequency changed approved, RP-C243."

a. This means you are no longer under the control of ATC and proceed at pilot’s discretion.

b. However, separation from other aircraft is your responsibility.
c. It is also your responsibility to change to the appropriate frequencies when passing through Class B, C, and D airspace; you must establish two-way communications before entering these airspaces with the Flight Service Stations (FSS) along your route.

6. Contact FLIGHT SERVICE STATIONS.
· When you are clear of the controlled airspace (Class E or G) you can then open your VFR flight plan. When calling the flight service stations (FSS) for the first time, state the facility name and then your callsign. When you have the controller's attention and he tells you to go ahead, proceed to open your VFR Flight Plan.

YOU: "St Petersburg Radio, RP-C243.”
ATC: "RP-C243, St Petersburg radio, go ahead.”
YOU: "St Petersburg Radio, RP-C243 would like to open my VFR Flight plan."

ATC: "RP-C243 VFR flight plan from Tampa to Jacksonville open at 2334 Zulu."

 7. Contact Jacksonville CENTER.
· Two-way radio communications are not required in Class E or G airspace.

· However, if you want to request it, you may request VFR flight following with the Center Controller.

a. First, get the Controller’s attention.
b. Then proceed with your request.

c. After you request for VFR flight following (by stating your location, destination, altitude, and aircraft type), the Controller will give you a squawk code for radar identification.

YOU: "Jacksonville Center, RP-C243."

ATC: "RP-C243, Jacksonville Center, go ahead."

YOU: "RP-C243 30 miles South-West of Ocala. Request VFR flight following to Jacksonville, 7,500, Cessna 172."

ATC: "RP-C243, squawk 2751."

YOU: "2751, RP-C243."

· ... moments later:
ATC: "RP-C243 Radar Contact, Maintain VFR."

YOU: "Maintain VFR, RP-C243."

· If you don't cancel flight following when you get closer to Jacksonville, the Controller will hand you off to Jacksonville Approach.
ATC: "RP-C243 contact Jacksonville Approach on 121.3."

YOU: "121.3, RP-C243."

8. Contact Jacksonville APPROACH.
· Contact Approach and state your altitude.
YOU: "Jacksonville Approach, RP-C243, 7,500.”
ATC: "RP-C243, Jacksonville Approach roger, fly heading 040 vectors visual approach runway 7, resume appropriate VFR altitudes."

You: "Heading 040, maintain VFR, RP-C243."

· Later on he will turn you towards the runway (or maybe not) and ask if you have the airport in sight.  When you do he will clear you for the visual approach and hand you off to Tower.

ATC: "RP-C243, turn right heading 070, airport is 12 o'clock and 8 miles. Report the airport in sight."

YOU: "Heading 070, airport in sight, RP-C243."

ATC: "RP-C243 roger, cleared visual approach runway 7, contact the Tower 118.3.”
YOU: "Cleared visual runway 7, going to tower, RP-C243."

9. Contact Jacksonville TOWER.
· Contact Tower; give him your approximate distance from the airport.

YOU: "Jacksonville Tower RP-C243 on visual for 7."

ATC: "RP-C243, Jacksonville Tower roger, winds 070 at 8, runway 7. Cleared to land, caution wake turbulence CRJ-200 landing 13."

YOU: "Runway 7, cleared to land, RP-C243."

· After touch down, slow as much as possible.

a. If the Controller advises you to exit the runway and contact ground do so as fast as possible.  When clear of the runway and about to join a taxiway, HOLD THERE and contact ground unless advised to do otherwise. 

a. ATC: "RP-C243, turn right on Hotel, contact ground."

b. If you get no further instructions soon after landing, you may and are encouraged to exit the runway and hold.  DO NOT switch to ground; wait until told to do so.

b. ATC: "RP-C243, contact ground."

10. Contact Jacksonville GROUND.
· While still holding in position, contact Ground.

YOU: "Jacksonville Ground, RP-C243 clear of runway 7 on Hotel, taxi General Aviation."

ATC: "RP-C243, Jacksonville Ground, Taxi to the ramp via Bravo.”
YOU: "Bravo to the ramp, RP-C243."

· When you get to the ramp, shut down at your discretion. Because the Tower does not know which VFR aircraft has a flight plan, you must contact the nearest FSS via radio and simply say the following.

YOU: "Gainesville Radio, RP-C243, closing VFR flight plan."

ATC: "RP-C243, VFR flight plan closed at 0103 Zulu, ETE 2 hours, 1 minute."
